
BLACK BELT TREASURES 
CULTURAL ARTS CENTER

Cultivating Art Across Alabama’s Black Belt
One Artist, One Work Of Art, One Story at a Time…



The Mission of Black Belt Treasures Cultural Art 

Center is to foster, develop, and promote economic 
development initiatives aimed at creating jobs and 
increasing the income of local residents through the 
marketing of arts, crafts, literature, food products, 
and other items unique to Alabama's Black Belt and to 
cultivate and provide arts education in the region.



OUR VISION…
An enhanced regional economy with 
arts-related jobs and tourism 
stimulated through BBT’s emphases on 
showcasing the creative spirit and 
marketing the heritage arts and culture 
of Alabama’s Black Belt; 

and 

Become a region-wide venue for arts 
education, revolving around the 
preservation of the region’s heritage 
arts and culture, with area residents 
and visiting artists active in a 
flourishing arts environment 
incorporating exhibits, workshops, 
demonstrations, and celebrations.



• Opened in 2005 following a regional tourism assessment.

• Strategically located in center of Black Belt region with the intent of drawing 

visitors off the interstate to experience the art & culture of the region. 

• A vacant auto dealership was renovated as the BBTCAC Gallery. ⇢ ⇢

• 6000 SqFt body shop partially renovation began in 2019 as the Black Belt 

ART House –Pottery Classroom, Kiln Room, Art Classroom, Artist Studio. 

Future Addition: changing gallery, textile classroom, artist incubator spaces, 

large classroom workshop space, art supply storage. 

• Focus on painting a positive image of the region, in spite of years of negative press.

• Black Belt Teaching Artist Program added in 2016 to meet growing need for arts enrichment in schools and continuing 

heritage arts traditions.

The What And Why... 



BBTCAC In Numbers

Artists

Began with 75

Have worked with over 530

Currently almost 350 

To date $2,194,614 in Sales

$1,536,230 returned to Artists

Tourism

Visitors from all 50 states and 

35 other countries

Annually 12-14,000 visitors

Group tours from 4 to 75 

Education

2023-24– over 12,000 people 

reached

14 Teaching Artists presenting 

programs in-schools, and 20 

Teaching Artists presenting at 

Community Programs

Workforce

Board = 11

Full Time Staff = 3

Part-Time/On Call = 6

Contract Staff = 2

Senior Aides = 1

Volunteers = 16

Teaching Artists = 20



• Located in a renovated former car dealership in 
historic downtown Camden… 

• BBTCAC continues to invest and participate 
directly in revitalization, tourism, and creative 
placemaking. 

• Downtown Revitalization Team
• Creative Placemaking Projects: Murals, Mosaic 

Benches, Quilt Trail
• Black Belt ART House & Artist Residency
• Artist Demonstrations & Events
• Public Art partnerships
• Tourism Initiatives – partnering with downtown 

businesses, museums, and nonprofits for Events, 
Civil Rights & Cultural Tours, Weekend & Day 
Trips, Programs, and more…

The Community Connection...



Why We Do What We Do...
Artists



Every artist has A story to tell…



Social Media 
Marketing



Tourism…Across the Black Belt



Arts 
Education 

Youth



Arts Education Adults



Stitching a Continuing Thread Through History…





Fiber Arts Based Arts Education 







Through WealthWorks BBTCAC focuses on identifying 

opportunities in its service area while engaging partners to 

both build and capture wealth (i.e., intellectual, financial, 

natural, cultural, built, political, individual, and social). 

BBTCAC’s planning complements and incorporates traditional 

economic development methods, while intentionally creating 

more value that is rooted in local people, places, and 

organizations. 

While BBTCAC’s service area is impacted by poverty, 

unemployment, under-performing schools, and economic 

centers which have been abandoned or are in disrepair, 

BBTCAC has identified several “underutilized resources” 

through which the arts enhance the region’s wealth. 

Learn more: 

Education Amplifies Arts and Crafts Value Chain  written by 

Carrie Kissel, the Associate Director of NADO (National 

Association of Development Associations). 

https://www.wealthworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/B

lackBeltTreasures_final.pdf

https://www.wealthworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/BlackBeltTreasures_final.pdf
https://www.wealthworks.org/sites/default/files/resources/BlackBeltTreasures_final.pdf


BBTCAC has identified ways of providing valuable opportunities for experiential learners. A 

broad spectrum of educational opportunities allows BBTCAC to be inclusive to a diverse 

group of people ranging from visitors to residents. 

In teaching about the cultural heritage of Alabama’s Black Belt, BBTCAC is …

• inspiring an appreciation for the region’s cultural heritage, thereby, improving the 

region’s image; 
• providing hands-on art experiences as a vehicle to cultivate conversations and 

consciousness, build community, and create opportunities for positive social change;

• supplementing and strengthening curriculum in area schools through integration of 

regional arts and culture learning opportunities; and

• growing the economy and addressing the poverty of individuals within the region.







•Individual capital: The value chain is built on the individual capital in the 
form of artists’ technical skills in the medium with which they work. 
BBTCAC’s educational activities expands on individual capital for artists 
and creative entrepreneurs through the ArtsCultivate program and other 
ongoing programs and to develop art and business skills, and for other 
makers and individuals through networking, programs and educational 
events.

•Intellectual capital: Regional artists hold significant creative intellectual 
capital and drive innovation culture through the pieces they produce. 
BBTCAC has partnered with intellectual capital assets such as museums, 
regional arts organizations, (ie. Souls Grown Deep) and colleges and 
universities to access analysis and build opportunities.

The Wealthworks Inventory

The Community Capital assessment demonstrates the 

assets on which BBTCAC is built and how it is growing those 

capitals through its concerted effort.  



•Social capital: Groups that have a focus such as textiles, book discussion, 
and more bring together residents to celebrate the region’s heritage and 
connect over shared interests. The annual festival Hog Wild for Arts brings 
residents together to celebrate arts and food. BBTCAC builds social capital 
by bringing artists together and helping them learn from each other.

•Natural capital: BBTCAC’s gallery space represents infill development in 
an established community. Several artists use reclaimed wood and other 
natural materials in their art, and natural capital represents a major 
source of inspiration for both longtime regional artists and new residents. 
In addition, partnering with Alabama’s Black Belt Adventures, Alabama’s 
Nature Journaling Club and Cornwallis 1828 are growing programs based 
on the region’s natural capital. 



•Built capital: Gallery and office space enable the 
value chain to exist, along with other built assets that 
facilitate tourism activity. Ongoing renovations will 
serve as an arts business incubator with shared 
studio space and equipment for creative 
entrepreneurs, classroom space for the adult and 
youth student, and community gathering/meeting 
space.

•Political capital: A BBTCAC staff member was 
appointed to the Alabama Course of Study 
Committee for Visual Arts, providing a role in the 
state’s approach to primary education. State-level 
associations and connections may lead to 
opportunities. Presentations at local, regional, and 
state meetings such as ATRC events and the 
Alabama Association of Regional Councils annual 
conference ensure local government officials are 
aware of the breadth of BBTCAC’s work and impact. 
Staff members also serve on several state-wide arts 
and civic boards (ie. ALVAN, Design Alabama, 
Alabama Folklife Association, among others).



•Financial capital: BBTCAC has accessed funding for capital expenses and to 
develop and deliver programming from a variety of public and private funders. 
Guild memberships indicate that local individuals and businesses are willing to 
invest their own resources in the work of BBTCAC.

•Cultural capital: The region is home to a rich cultural heritage related to the arts 
including literature, music, visual arts, fine crafts, and culinary arts. Arts festivals, 
workshops, and experiences visiting the gallery and speaking with artists 
celebrates and grows this cultural capital. BBTCAC refers visitors to other cultural 
assets in the region, such as the Gee’s Bend Quilt Collective, Gee’s Bend Ferry 
Terminal, and Camden Shoe Shop Museum. BBTCAC has been a supporting 
partner in the 20 year effort in recognizing the region as the Black Belt National 
Heritage Area (legislation 2023).





Contact Us…
• Sulynn Creswell

Executive Director

sulynn@blackbelttreasures.com

• Kristin Law

Art Programs & Marketing Director

kristin@blackbelttreasures.com

(334) 682-9878 

And find us on 

mailto:sulynn@blackbelttreasures.com
mailto:kristin@blackbelttreasures.com


209 Claiborne Street

Camden, Alabama  36726

334.682.9878

www.blackbelttreasures.com
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